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“ Preeminent among the chief Indian States
are thuse of Hyderbad and Baroda. The Nizam and
the Gaekwad enjoy full sovereignty in the internal
economy of their states. Of the two, Baroda,
though smaller in size, claims greater admiration
because of the progressive lines on which her ad-
ministration has been conducted for over quarter off
a century. Mr. Shri Ram Sharma’s book gives in
brief the leading features of the life and life-work
of the Maker. of Modern Baroda. His Highness

aharaja Sayaji Rao III has been doing for his
state and country what no Indian ruler has done.
He has served his people whole-heartedly and it is

in the fitness of things that his biography happens

to be pubhshed in Hlndl which claims to be our
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national languaorp The life- story of such a great and
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AN ACROSTIC

In Honour of the Golden Jubilee of
H.H. THE MAHARAJA SAHEB.

—eeTeS——
Many a poet might have written a verse
About thy famous life and works diverse,
Yearning to rise high in thy Royal sight,
Honestly waiting for this day and night.
It is my fortune singular in kind,
So soon bto presence thine a way to find.
How hard I tried to reach thy kingdom great
In e'en my student life, ecan words relate ?
Great men of learning, like a magnet, drew
Historic fame of thine and kindness true.
Nevertheless my poor and humble pen,
Earnestly begs thy leave like onc in den,
Surely to write about thy glories great,
So as to please thyself and all thy state.
Thy subjects one andall at any rate,
Hauil thy salubrious rule quite up to date.
Erven a stranger there hath understood,
Gasekwar, not only great but also good.
As a light that is on a mountain lit,
Effuse thy kingdom rays where'er we sit.
Known fact it is thy state thou dost supply,
What Nature-might forgetfully deny.
Admire the peoples all the globe around,
Regarding all thy laws and judgment sound.
Ob ! all the measures sought, thy state to improve,

Fully advance thy statesmanship to prove.
19
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Rlest be the sev’nteenth March thy day of birth,
And eighteen sixty three the year of mirth.
Remembrance of the twentyseventh May,

Of eighteen sev'nty five, is fresh and gay,
Declaring as it is thy reigning date

Always to make thy subjects fortunate.
[Vieritorious have been thy means to choose.
Able and good administrators whose

Honest and glorious works did serve to act,

A royal road to success good in fact.

Return of thine from a visits to Europe grand.
Afforded new relations with this land,

sust in the success of which or otherwise,

All India’s deep and sincere interest lies.
Speeches and all inaugural addresses

In congress conferences, lay a stress

Right on thy learning great and show thou hass
Social and all industrial knowledge vast.

Above all, thy internal ruling form,

Yea, systematic and quite uniform,

And now what shall I say about thy true
Judicious potent hands from which acerue
Inexplicable good and judgment sound,

Right in and all Baroda State around ?
Amidst those things on which thy success rests,
QOne great thing is all The Departmental Tests.
Besides, quite appreciating thou hast been

An altitude for special work when seen.

High principles thou didst adopt indeed,
According lifts devoid of race or creed.

Do not thy all progessive laws ensure
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TUnswerving zeal and enthusiasm pure,
Regarding “ Right ” which every eye allure?
That thou, in Female Education, art

Honest believer, is known in every part.
Exactly then, this solid truth to prove,

'T'he Female Training College thou didst improve.
Highest pitch of perfection was truly wroughi,
In schools where subjects technical were taugl:t.
Regarding the State College, what to say,
Doubtless, when well it thrives in every way /
Grand how art thou to us as the foremost
Commander of the major princely host

Star of alustre full with thee to guide
India, which rightly takesin thee a pride.
Liet not the world my pen nor me accuse

In these lines, when a solid truth I use.
Vigilant are thy mental, palace doors,

Effusing splendour of thy golden oars.

And this to justify, shall I say how ¢

No doubt, all ¢ Trath aud Sympathy ” they allow;
Do not much care wherever be their source,
Ready to make them take their usual course.
Ever thy palace is a Nector- Tree,

In giving all, its shade and shelter free.
Gen'ros’ty thine did send beyond the se,
Numbers of students, which the world ean sce.
Happy be eer thy reign for yearsno small,

A source of joyous bliss to thy subjects all;
Peace may th-oughout thy whole Dominion reign,
Plenty and prosperity with all its train.

In palace thine let be a starry land,
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Lit by thy princesses and princes grand;

Yearning to reach the poor a helping hand.

L.ong way my poor and humble self thus came,

Oh to sing thy glory & admire thy name.

Now, with gratitude flowing from the heart love-tied

Gently I close: praying ¢ Long & happy Life.”

J.R. M.
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